
StateAid for Education (Chapter 70)

The FY ‘07 State budgetincluded the first real reform to Chapter70 Aid sincethe
EducationReform Act of 1993. The new formula sets a target percentagefor each
district thatMassachusettswill pay towardeducationcosts. It also setsaminimumlevel
of statefunding, similar to the proposalmadeby Acton officials last year. This new
minimum meansthat the statewill pay at least 17% of a district’s foundationbudget.
Currently, districts receiveanywherefrom 8% to 90% of theirbudgetspaid for through
theState’sChapter70 Aid. Thesechangeswill be implementedoverthe nextfive years.
Acton andActon-Boxboroughwill growfrom receiving 15%stateaid lastyearto atarget
of 28%. This yearalone,Acton-Boxboroughreceiveda54%increasein Chapter70 Aid,
and Acton Public Schools receivedan 18% increase. This is partly due to the rapid
increasein enrollmentwe haveexperiencedat the RegionalSchoolsover the last few
years,andpartly dueto thenew way wealthis calculatedby the state. Theold formula
wasbasedstrictly on propertyvalues,andthenew formulais based50% on incomeand
50%on propertyvalues.

This year’s stateaid increaseis atotal of over $2 million: $1.6 million for theRegional
Schools, and $480.000for the Acton Public Schools. Of this increase,$240,000was
spent to hire four new teachersat ABRHS. Another $120,000will be neededto hire
somestaff in Januaryto begin to meetthe staterequirementthat all studentsattend990
hours of structuredlearning (more detail is provided on the next few pages). The
remainingRegionalAid ($1.2million) will flow to theRegion’s Excessand Deficiency
(similar to free cash) fund for futurebudgetaryneeds.The $480,000APS Aid hasnot
beenspent,andwill flow to Acton’ s freecash. The$2 million increaseis partof thenew
basefor Acton’s stateaid, and is slatedto grow moreunderthenewformula, as you can
seein thesecharts.
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In FY ‘06,Acton Boxboroughwasreceiving$1,153per studentfrom the Statein Chapter
70 Aid. This year,we arereceiving $1,661 per student,and whenthe formula is fully
implementedin four years,we shouldbe receiving$2,325perstudent. At Acton Public
Schools,we received$1,128per studentin FY ‘06, and $1,338this year. In four years,
APS is scheduledto receive$2,122perstudent. Overall,Actonand Acton-Boxborough’s
StateAid is proposedto doubleunderthenewformula.

Acton-Boxborough Ch70 Aid Per Student

$2,500
$2,000 -

$1,500
$1,000 -i

$500 -1

FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY
‘01 ‘02 03 ‘04 ‘05 ‘06 ‘07 ‘08 ‘09 10 11

APS CH7O Aid Per Student

$2,500
$2,000
$1,500
$1,000

$500
$0

FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY
‘01 ‘02 ‘03 ‘04 ‘05 ‘06 ‘07 ‘08 ‘09 ‘10 ‘11

Acton Public Schools
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